Bay Side

February 2017 Issue

Email: sscbwattle-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au Phone: 02 9660 5688

Upcoming Events

Term1
14 March 7:30am
20 March
5-6 April
6 April
27 March -7 April
7 April




February 2017




February 2017

School Fees

The prompt payment of subject fees and
other contributions helps us to create the
very best learning environment for all
students. Income collected by the school is
used to support six key areas; subject
specific materials, administration,
technology, textbooks, the P&C and the
Library. Many parents are taking advantage
of Blackwattle’s easy way to pay school fees
via the schools website or by downloading
the Skoolbag app. It is also possible to
arrange to pay fees term by term in
instalments. Parents experiencing financial
difficulty are able to apply in writing to the
Principal for fees assistance. Please contact
the office for an application form.

P&C News

On behalf of the Blackwattle Bay
community | would like to thank our hard
working P&C members for their generosity
in giving up their precious time to support
our school. Last year the P&C donated
funds to the library, purchased water
stations, supported the Year 12 Student
Learning Conference and contributed
substantially to hire of the Town Hall for
Year 12 Graduation. This year the P&C will
provide funds for an upgrade of the
Glasshouse Café.

| would like to thank outgoing secretary
David Eckstein and Emma Snowden for their
invaluable work on the committee for the
last two years. Your support and advice has
been much appreciated.

Wishing you all a wonderful term.
Sharon Roberts

Principal
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FROM THE LEADER’S DESK

Hi I’'m Deaglan and I’'m one of the four School
Leaders at Blackwattle Bay. We’d like to keep
you up to date with some of the new, exciting
stuff we’re doing around the school as well as
“behind the scenes”.

February was an exciting month for us. As soon

as the term kicked off, planning began for the

College Presentation Day at Sydney Town Hall.

This involved a cross-campus meeting between

all the leadership teams, allowing us to get to

know each other better. Spending a whole day

in Ms Cuke’s office, we ironed out the script.

We also had three former leaders, Chiara Lam

from last year, Myles Holbrook-Walk and

Natasha Ricardo helping with organisation and

giving us amazing tips on speaking to a large

audience. Their involvement also demonstrates the leadership and work opportunities
the school offers post-HSC. As those who attended the day in the amazing Town Hall
can attest, the event went off near perfectly.

On Tuesday morning, we had an opportunity to meet with our state member for
Balmain, Jamie Parker to discuss possibilities for students to advocate for change in our
community. We had great discussions about the creation of a Glebe Ferry and | think |
speak on behalf of all of the school leaders when | say I’'m very excited for the chance to
work further on campaigning for something that should ease traffic congestion around
the Inner West and City. A ferry service for Glebe will present another mode of
transport that students will be able to catch to and from school as well as providing
different means of reaching Circular Quay for Inner West residents and our students. If
you’d like to find out more, please visit Mr Parker’s website and if you’d like to show
your support, there is petition on his website to the Minister for Transport that you can
sign.

Deaglan Godwin
Student Leader 2017
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ENGLISH NEWS

2017 has commenced in earnest with all students engaged in their studies. Our
year 11 students have commenced a study of a play in Standard and Advanced
whilst our HSC students are focused on Module A. Our Extension 1 students in
Preliminary are focusing on the elective The Anti-Hero whilst our Year 12
students continue their study of After the Bomb. Our English Studies classes are
addressing interesting electives, including Australian identity and the language
of song. The HSC Extension 2 students have been busy in the holidays
researching and drafting their major work projects. Our Preliminary ESL
students are engaged in their study of language whilst the Year 12 continues to
focus on the Area of Study Discovery. It has been pleasing to see the
engagement in all classes.

This year we welcome Mr Andrew Calvert from the Leichhardt campus who is
joining the English Faculty for 2017 to replace Ms Gabby Senteleky who is on
leave. We also welcome Mr Jonathon Glover as an additional teacher in English
and HSIE. We welcome back Ms Sarah Wood who has returned from twelve
months leave. We also welcome Mr Hafil Santoro who has been permanently
appointed as ESL teacher to the Blackwattle campus. Additionally all students
are supported by a senior English tutor, Ms Anne-Marie Jeffery, who can assist
year 12 in their study periods on a Monday and Tuesday in the EDGE study
centre. She is also available to assist year 11 students on each Wednesday in
the library. At the moment this support includes group study sessions and
individual support. We urge students to use the expertise of Mr Shane Pascoe,
the school librarian to assist the planning of related texts. He has also worked
hard to ensure the library is stocked with a diverse selection of novels and short
stories for your reading pleasure.

The English Faculty
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Welcoming our new Year 11 International
Students




HSC results for the 2016 Science student
cohort were excellent as per usual! Earth
and Environmental Science achieved our
most outstanding result with the number
of Band 6 awarded to our students nearly
three times that of the State. Biology
followed closely behind with the number
of Band 6 nearly double that of the state.
Many of the students who studied Science
courses have gone on to enroll in Science
or Science related courses this year. We
even have some students doing double
degrees in the Sciences. We wish them
well.

We welcome a new staff member to the
Science Faculty this year, Ms Rachael
Alonso who has moved over from
Leichhardt Campus for a stint here in the
senior school. Rachael is teaching Biology
and Chemistry and has the students
working hard.

Assessment tasks have already
commenced for our Year 11 cohort. Earth
and Environmental Science was the first to
complete their task in Week 5 and Biology,
Physics and Senior Science are all coming
up in Week 7 with Chemistry just around
the corner in week 6. Most of our
assessment tasks are practical
assessments and require a lot of set up
and preparation. Please try to ensure that
your child is not absent when these tasks
are scheduled, as they are difficult to
recreate after the event. Of course things
do happen and we understand and can
reschedule if needed.
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During an SRC meeting our wonderful SRC
voted to raise money for Zarni Tun in year
12. Zarni was born with cerebral palsy and
is wheelchair bound for most of the day.
Zarni then set-up his own fundraising page
to raise money for the cerebral palsy
foundation as he was going to hike (without
his wheelchair) and with the assistance of a
guide — he hiked on crutches for over 5
hours and 9 kilometres to make the
summit.

The SRC thought this was very courageous
and thought it would be a great idea to
support Zarni with some fund raising. Well
done to the SRC who raised $188.80 for

Zarni in 12 minutes; they sold 30 pizzas in
12 minutes, which equates to one slice
every 3 seconds!

Ms Phair and | are so proud of our SRC and
Zarni!

James Mansfield

SRC Coordinator
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